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Being a fearful Example of 


ﬀ 
An Atheilk, 
W H O 
[Had Apoltatized from-the Chriſtian 
Religion, and dyed in Deſpair at 
Weſtminſter, Decemb. 8, 1692. 
With an Account of his Sickneſs, ConviQti«|* 
ons, \ Diſcourſes with Friends and Mink} *þ * 


ſters; and of his dreadful Exprefſions and 
Blaſphemies when he left the World. 


As alſo a Letter from an A theift of his Ac- 
quaintance, with his Anſwer to it. | 


| Publiſh'd JE Example 10 others, . ani recom- : | 
k 


\ mended 10 all young Perſons, 10 ſettle them in 
their Religion. 
By J. S. a Miniſter of the Church 


of &ngland, a frequent Viſitor of him du»: 
ring his whole Sickneſs. 


London, Printed for Fobn Dumton at the Ra- 
ven in | the Egultry. 1693. 
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The Preface, 


D Era aber alehes 
B tuned by [ſevaral- 


":. of mymearer Ac-- 
quaintance, to::publiſh* 
the following  Relatvs,. 
as an accountthat might: 
be, very uſeful 'to; the 
Publick, particularly 

A? gainſt 


The Preſice: 


gainſt Profaneneſs and: | 
Atheiſm; and finding my 
Bufineſs at preſent very 
urgent upon me, I have: 
at laſt yielded to» give 
the 'Papers» and" Noves 
which] took during the | 
whole  Vifstation, to a |. 
Friend 'of mine, to put | 


* in-fomekind of Me- 
thod-and Order: for the | 
Prefs:. And having ex+ | 
amined the Piece; now 
*ris perfected, with the | . 
Original. Notes and. Pa- 


pers 
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Ebe } Preface: 

pers 'which I drew my 
ſelf, I ind the Dubſtance 
and material : Part. very 
faithfully done; 1.7 
It cannot be expe&- 
ed by ther 'Reader-:that 
the. Stile; and Words 
are verbatim the: ſame 
as delivered , eſpecially. 
the tyo Letters, which 
are in the followings: 
Frac, but as far as I 
remember, and as: my 
Notes: will |: aflift me, 
(1n- taking of. which. 
usd 


The : Preface. 

asd all the SIncerity 
and: Care I could) I 
dare affirm ':that i there's 
nothing material left out, 
nor-is there any 1interpo- 
lations which. are/(nOt 
genuine, | mean{{uch: ds 
do not add ro. the Senle, 
but i. only . (expatiate.,, 
m order to: give a-plain- 


er Notion and Idea of 
the Matter: But as to 


what that AMiferable 
Gentleman. delruered him: 
felf - ( who) s the Sub-: 

i je&t 
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with. And though 


The Preface: 
je& of this [Relation 
both I and the M E- 
THODIZER 


of my Notes have been 
ſuperſtitiouſly Critical to 
give them as near the 
Truch, and very Ex- 
preſſions, as\ we could, 
believing the::.R eader 
would not be.difpleas'd 


Ito have as Nice and 
-|Exa& Account of that 
- | Part of the Treatiſe as 


poſſibly could be met 


this 


The Preface. 
this unhappy .Gentte- 


man's Name ts omitted 
for weighty Reaſons,men- 


tioned in the following«| 


Pages : Yet if any one 
doubts the Trach of 
-  Parric iculars in; the 
gz . Relation, x 


thprepui to Mr. Dun- 
ton the Raven in 


the Povlry, they will 
receive full  SatisfaRi- 
ON. 


There's 


\" 
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The. Preface. 
[There's another thing 
which - the Reader 
will not- be forry'.to 


find, which is. That 


whereas in | dreadful , 
ſurpriging Relations, the 
Boker, Author, -or 
both, together, do ulu- 
ally clog the Mazter of 
Fac: with long and te- 
dions Obſervations, im- 
pertinent Refle&ions & 
luch! like, Stuff, only to 
make the Yiolume {well ; 
here \he.' will find no 


need- 


The" Preface. 
needleſs or trifling Di- 
oreflions, but wnmixt 
Relition', barely and 
pnrely deliver d, 40. that 
the Reader all the while 
he reads," will be upon 
his Sabje& , and;not 
perplex'd with an Ex- 
| amen of it.” | 

| F've 6/966 to'add 
but this, Phat! Tiewwill- 
ing to hope and believe 
this ' Treat gfe be a] 
meatik t6/'frtk3 ſome 
prank ate! Hibvifialy In- 
clind, 
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The Preface, 


| did; and perhaps: re 


daim, others, who- by 
ſeeing this,may conclude 


ett:their Intereſt, Rather 


to be a thoughtful Reader 


of ſuch an Hiſtory, than 


to be ſuch an Hiſtory 
themſefves. And as for 
orher Young People , 
whoſe Converſe in the 
World has not yet 


oven them the unhap- 


- py Acquaintance of 


our Modern Atheiſts or 
their Priaciples, this may 


be 


The Preface. 
be a Spur to 'their Di> | 
ligence, and a Warn- 
ing to keep them from 
the dreadful” ' Sin -ofs 
APOSTATIZING. 


IS. 


The 


The ſecond SPIRA. 


Hat Examples prevail a- 

bove Precepts can be no 

Surpriſe to any one that 

conſiders the rarity of 

them, or that molt of the Senſes 

being at once imployed they ſhould 

make ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon 

the Brain, and ſo. upgn the Under- 

ſtanding, according to the manner 
of Human Perception. 

The preſent Inſtance, whoſe Re- 
lation 1 have undertaken, having 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion upon my 
own Mind, I could not think, bug 
that if all Men participate of the 
fame ' Nature as Ido, but that they 
muſt be. equally affected with it, 

B 2 ſome. 


2 The ſecond $pira. 
ſome Allowance being made for this, 
That what I my felf aw and heard 
actually, I-communicate by. way. of 
Relation to others. 

I am obliged, out of Tenderneſs 
and Reputation,to conceal the Name 
of the Family of this Gentleman , 
veho is the Subject of. the following 
Diſcourſe, and could heartily wiſh 
that my concealing it would make 
ſo many as do'know it, to forget 
every thing but the Example itſelf, 
that being only »/ef=4,the reſt /gnoms- 
ious : But Fam afraid my Wiſhes 


will prove ſucceſsleſs, there being 


four more Divines, belides my ſelf, 


who were very frequently there, 


beſides ſeveralGentlemen and others, 
whoſe Acquaintance,, Curioſity or 
Deſign of doing Good might lead 

them thither.. | 
This unhappy Gentleman, who 
made- fo direful an Ex# the eighth 
of this inſtant December, . had in: his 
youth Time the Advantage of a Re- 
ligious- and Virtuous Education ; © '1n 
which it was obſervable,” That: he 
made: 


4 
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The ſecond Spira. 3 
made a more conſiderable Progreſs 
than was uſual for ſuch Years, being 
very warm and aQtive in all Religi- 
ous Exerciſes : Beſides, he was a 
ret, proficient ,in Learning, being 
ent up to the. Univerſity from 
the School where he was edy- 
cated, very perfe@ in his Latin and 
Greek Tongues at fixteen Years of 
Age, where he continued five Years: 
His Behaviour and Peportment. be- 
ing ſuch that all his. Friends and 
Acquaintance lookt upon him as an 
uncommon Bleſſing, an Ornament to: 


'his Family. At the Age of twenty 


one he came up to Town, and en- 
tred himfelf into-the Inns of Caurt,, 
deſigning to ſtudy the Law ; his 
Friends and he concluding ir neceſla- 
ry, That thoſe that have Eſtates ſhould 
have at leait ſo much inſight in the 
Law as to know how to preſerve them. 

Oh that I could proceed with my 
Character , or at leaſt abruptly: 
break off, and ſay, Here he dyed,, 
ignorant of the Town and its Vices. But 
alas, the Scene js chang'd, and here 

Hop B 3 We. 


+ -Thelſecond Spira: 
we bring ahother Perſon upon the” 
Stage, laugh'd and ridicul'd out of bis 
Innocence andVertue,by new' Aequain- 
tance, and for a long Fime together 
playing the” Hypocrite, afluming 
unto himſelf a degree of that Pro- 
faneneſs and Impiety he was inno- 
cent of, appearing more vile and 
baſe than he could ſuddenly bring 
himſelf to be, only to: ſecure- his- 
Reputation with his: Companions, 
and avoid the uneaſineſs- of being a 
Gommon JefF. But this was-not the 
only nor chief: Method whereby he 
was brought to his Apoſtacy, for he 
had too much- Judgment, and too 
well grounded to be ſhock'd and re- 
vers'd' with a- bare Lawghter-, or 4 
ridiculous Grin, He would often ſay, 
*© Gentlemen, thoſe that pretend to 
** Reaſon cannot be fo bewitched 
** with the Charms of Mirth as to- 
*©think Laughing a:good Argument 
** toconfute whatever may be ſaid';. 
"_- Religion» be ſo unreaſonable a 
*- thing as you d perſwade me, by 
*<=augbing at it,. why-don't ye give 
** me- 


_ Theſecond Spira. 5 
«me ſome fair Reaſons againſt it ? 
Hereupon' ſome of the oldeſt ſtand- 
ing would ſuggeſt, * That Mahomer 
* has more Votaries than Chriſt : 
* That that: Religion is not without 
« its Martyrs and Confeſſors-; That 
« the wild Indians dare bravely dye 
* for their Religion:. That there's 
* no Nation, be it never ſo Barba- 
* rous, that gives ps- not ſome fine 
* Examples of Doing and Suffering; 
<«'that therefore its not the Excel- 
*leney of any one Religion, but 
* the Prejudices.of all that produces 
* theſe Effefts : That "tis the Habit 


< and Cuſtom. of Education that 


© creates the formidable Notions of 
& Conſcience, Heaven, Hell, Futurity 
*<:nd the Immortality of the Soul, all 
* which are but the politick Inven- 
* tions of Prieſts and cunning Ma- 
<* giſtrates,-to enrich themſelves and 
* keep the Vulgar in Awe, who are 
< naturally. Superſtitious- and Fear- 
© ful: With a- deal more to the 
ſame purpoſe. Such Harangues as- 
theſe. did by little and little oſs 

' t e: 


6 Theſecond Spira. 

the Principles of this poor Gentle- 
man, and mould him into the ame 
Leaven- with themſelves, not only 


into the ſame Judgment, -but hberty of 


all Profaneneſs, Debaucbery and Inju- 
fice, "as far as he cauld at without 
the Cognizance of. the Law. It 
wan't be amiſs to add, That this 
Gentleman was ane of that - CL U B 
which within theſe laſt ſeven Years 
met together conſtantly, Te lay 
down ſuch ' Rules and Adethods as that 
they might be critically wicked in every 
thing that they could, without the Laws 
taking hold of them; and therefore 
the Law itſelf was more particularly ex- 
amined, What Fallacies might be put 
pow it, Where and tn what Caſes it 
did not provide againit unheard of 
Villanies , What Subterfuges and Eva- 
ſons there might be in ts Expoſition ;, 
with many more like horrid Inſt ances, 
which were all nated down' as wery uſe- 
ful Diſcqveries for the new Candidates 
of improved Impiety. 


But 
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The ſecond Spira. 7 
But to proceed, This Gentleman's 
Senſe and ' Education had furniſh'd 
him with too much Prudence to lay 
open himſelf to every Body ; he 
commonly kept a very fair Corre- 
fpondence with his Friends, and in 
all ſtrange Places was very ſober and 
reſerv'd, Prudence obliging him 
not to diſcover all he believed, to 
every Body. Thus heliv'd ſeveral 
Years, being as ſecretly wicked as all 
Temptations, and the Advantages 
of a good Eſtate, would ſuffer him : 
But as the Wicked do not live out balf 
their Days by reaſon of their Intem- 
perance and Debaucheries, ſo this 
Gentleman haſtned: his diſmal Pert- 
od by the like Courſes, falling de- 
ſperately- ill on the thirtieth of 
November laſt, continuing ſo till the 
eighth of this inſtant December, as 
we ſaid above. 

As foon as he found himſelf pre- 
cipitated by his i Courſes into ſuch 
a dangerous Sickneſs, he began to 
be extreamly ſtartled and amazed 
at the Apprehenſions of Death (for he 

believed 


$ The ſecondSpira. 


believed he ſhould dye) and in ſpite 
of all he.could do, he could not for- 
bear reflecting upon another Life ; 
and notwithſtanding all his Fortih- 
cations to the contrary, he could 
not, confute nor rid himſelf of the 
ExpeQation of a Future Retributi- 
on. Being thus diſtracted with his 
Diſtemper and Fears, he threw him- 
ſelf upon the Bed, and diſcourſed 
with himſelf afrer this manner. 
Oh! whats the meaning of this Tumul- 
tous V Var inmy-Breait * what Argu- 
ment 15 there now to aſſri# . me agamst 
Matter of Fatk & Do I aſſert that 
there's no Hell at all, © and yet I feel 
one in my Boſom ? Am T certain that 
there's no | Heaven, when 1 am 0 
fure that there's a Hell ? | That there 
ws n9 after-retributions when I feel a 
preſent Fudgment? Do I affirm my 
Soul to be as mortal as my Boay , 
when this languiſhes , and that is 4s 
vigarons as ever ? O' that any one 
cauld reſtore to me my ancient Guard 
of Piety and Innocency) but its too 


late. Wretch that I am, whither ſhall 
I 
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Theſecond Spira. 5 

I flie from this Breaft, or mhat will 
become of mae #1 (56 (rg foo ff 
He had no ſooner ended, but mm 
comes. one.of bis old Companions, 'to 
pay him a Viſit, - for he had heard 
that he was not well :- © How now 
© Brother '( ſays he.) why this/Me- 
* lancholy- Look -and Poſture, you 
<« ſeem to be more concerned in your 
« Mind than Body ? pray tell me 
© what's the matter * The Matter ? 
replyed'the other, . fixing a pair of 
ghaſtly Eyes upon him, © *Tis: you, 
*and the reſt © of my 'Gompanions, 
© that have inftill'd thoſe Principles 
«© z?nto me, which now having moſt 
«need of them, leave me in; the 
** Agonies of Deſpair and Confuſion: 
© What Advice or Comfort have 
© yon now to fortifie' me againft 
« my. fearful Expeftations of ano- 
«© ther Life ? Are you certain that 
«© my Soul is Material and Mortal ? 
« And that it will diffolve with the 
« Body? Pm fo certain, replyed 
the other, © that 1 venture my 
* Whole: upon it. - Here: 1 inter- 
LEED © rupted 
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rupted 'them by coming into the 
Room, and applying. my ſelf to 
the Sick Perſon, I told him, © That 
© I was a Stranger to. him ,-. yet 
& hearing of © his Diſtemper, + I 
+ thought it my Duty to. pay! him 
<a" Viſit, and give. him what:Chrt- 
* ſtian Comfort -and Advice I was 
© capable'of. I Thank you, replyed 
©& the Sick Perſon, and would deſire 
*© you then to engage that Gentle- 
*© man; that fits there' (meaning bis 
Friend: '** and prove unto him that 
«the 'Sonl 1s not!Matter, nor Mor» 
© tal. That the Soub 1s not Mat- 
© ter (faid I) Deſcartes has-prov'd 
& in. his Method, .by ſhewing. that 
<© the :Soul is independent of, Matter. 
© That Matter itkel> cannot; think; 
* neither in theWhble nor dts Parts, 
*1s::evident.enough from : My. Lock 
<oft HUMAN_UN DER- 
*S TANDING.\ But after all 
* we perhaps:can beſt prove it thus ; 
* Matter ,is by- every Philoſopher 
*:granted;o be in _its' own:Nature 
© indifferent 'to .' Motion or -Relt :- 
653 +019 the © That 
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The ſecond Spira. rx 

« That if it be in Reſt it will lye 
<« eternally ſo, unleſs ſomething 
«elſe moves it; and that if any 
thing, puts it in Motion it will 
© eternally move, were it not for 
© the Oppoſition of other Matter 
« which clogs and retards: its Mo- 
«tion. Now thoſe that would 
« have the Soul to be a pure fine 
« Matter, ſay that it firſt moves 
« the Animal ' Spirits', they the 
<« Nerves, and theſe a Leg, an 
«Arm, Oc. mechanichally, as 
« Matter-moves Matter. Now thoſe 
<« that make the Soul the firſt Agent 
©« :nd'Mover, make Matter to move 
« itſelf, which is impoſlible accord= 
© ing to the above-cited Theſis , 
© which will have Matter to. reſt 
© eternally, unleſs it be moved by 
<« ſomething. But the Soul does move 
«the Body independent. of Matter, 
© and Matter cannot move unleſs it 
&« be-firſt moved : Therefore the Soul 
«is not\ Matter, and conſequently 
© not periſhable by attriffon, tranſ- 
«© mutation, &c. But Gentlemen , 
| GC © added 
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* added I, | I hope there's no need 
*© of a Lecture of this Nature to 
© either of you; for you look like 
. © Creatures that. have a ſhare in 
£© Human Nature, which has the 
* Docrin of the Immortality 'of 
<« the Scul innate with it. The fick 
Perſon made no other Anſwer than 
a diſmal Groan, as if his Heart had 
broke; and his Friend alſo made haſte 
out of the Room, without bidding 
us God b'we, I was ſurprized at 
ſuch an Effect, and deſired the ſick 
Party to know the Reaſon of his 
Diſcontent, offering my Aſſiſtance 
to remove it, if poſſible, by Coun- 
ſel, Prayers, Advice, - or 'any way 
that lay in my Power. - | | 
& Alas, Sir, replyed he, | you?ve 
© undeceiv'd me, now its too late”; 
© 1 was afraid of: nothing ſo much 
<« as the Immortality of my Soul ; 
©< now you have::aſſured me ' of 
<* that you have. aſcertain*d me-of, 
© that you have aſcertained me. of 
* a Hell, of a fearful ExpeRation 
*© of Judgment, of a Portion among 
| * thoſe 
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The ſecond Spira. x2 
** thoſe that have apoſtatiz'd fronx 
** their. Religion, of the Lot of 
** Atheiſts, - and Denyers of Chriſt : 
"* You have now ſealed my Damna- 
* tion, by giving mean Earneſt of 
** it, I mean a wakened Conſcience, 
** that brings my Sins into my Re- 
** membrance-, reckoning up the 
"© numerous Catalogue for which F 
« muſt go and give an an Account. 
« Oh Apoſtate Wretch, from how 
* great Hopes am I fallen ! Oh that 
© | had never known what Religion 
« had been, [then had: I never de- 
« ny'd my Saviour, nor been ſo black 
« an Heir of Perdition. 1 was fo 
ſurprized at ſuch kind of: Expreſli- 
ons that I ſtood ſpeechleſs ' for: 2 
conſiderable Time, for having. re+ 
ceived - the Character of: a Perſon 
that had : imbibed ſome atheiſtical 
Principles ; I little expected ſuch a 
deſperate Change,” but rather. that. 'I 


| ſhould | bave an: hard Task -0f7;; it 
' to \confider ſeriouſly of; a , fiture 


Life : -But ſo :ſoon as I coulitre- 
collet my &lf,, 1 ſaid, Sir, I wonld 
C2 delire 


14 The ſecond Spira. 
defire you to take heed how you 
violate the Mercy of God, and 
think ſo ſlightly of the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, as if they were not 
ſufficient for the Redemption of the 
greateſt Simner. This may be-a De+ 
{ufion of the Devil, who would 
now hinder you from Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt. I hope, if I 
have convinc'd you of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, *tis to a good 
End; for the way tocure a Diſtem- 
Per 1s firſt to know it; if you had 
dyed ignorant of - it - you had been 
miſerably undeceived in "another 
World, whereas knowing it now, 
you have an Opportunity and-ſame 
time left to prepare for your wel- 
fare. 

** As to -the Mercy of God, in 
*Chriſt,” 1 once knew- and taſted 
« what they are, which is now 
« part of my Curſe, in that I am 
©« more ſenſible of the loſs of them. 
< They are, I will grant you, ſuf- 
«ficient 'to thoſe: [that have: any 
« ſhare in them ; | but. what's thar 
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* to me, who have denyed Chriſt ? 
* Who have daily crucified him” 
** afreſh,and put him to open ſhame ? 
** The Devil has; nothing to do 
** with the Torture I undergo, 'tis 
"* no. Deluſion of his , -but .the jult 
** Judgment of God upon me; and 
* your Convictions are alſo part of 
** my heavy Judgment, in that yan 
* have given me a ſenſible Horror 
* of my, Sin, by proving my Sout- 
«© :mmortal , whereas had 1 gone 
« ſtreight. to Hell in” my- old .dam+ 
* nable Opinions, I had endured 
*- but one Hell, whereas I now fee}- 
©*two.:. I mean. not only an' inex-+ 
<*© preſſible Torture--which I caxry/ 
*© in -my-Breaſt;;/ibut an Expeata- 
* tion :of... I know*® not what ia 
** Change. Oh that I were in Hell, - 
*« that 'I might. feel the worſt ! 
*And yet :I dreqd to dye,. be- 
* cauſe that worſt- will never have - 
<2a0:00d,'-f 4-9 
All that he” ſpoke, was' with” #7” 
Air of ſuch horror and eagernefs as : 
can-ſcarce be-intagined ; indeed it - 
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had ſuch Effe&s upon me,that I knew 
not what to anſwer : I trembled at 
the Judgment of, and I remember I 
wiſht within my ſelf that one or two 
of the looſe#t Atbeifts in the Age had 
beenthere, verily believing it would 
have put a ſtop to their Impiety. 
The Gentleman was got to Bed, re- 
fuſing all Suſtenance, and ſweating 
through Violence of his Toarments, 
in the moſt prodigious manner that 
ever I ſaw or heard of. As ſoon as 
he was got to Bed, Ideſired to pray 
by him before 1 took my Leave, 
which with much RelnQance he con- 
ſented to. In the 'midſt of Prayer he 
groaned extreamly, tofling and turn- 
ing himſelf as-if he had- been under 
the deepelft Azomies of Death: When 
Prayer was over, I ask'd him how he 
did, 'and why he groaned afcer ſuch 
a rate 1n Prayer-time ? To which 
he anſwered,' ** As the Damned! in 
** Hell, which lift vp their Eyes in 
. *« Torments,, - and' behold afar off 
© the Saints in Abrabam's Boſome, 


<« have 'their Torments thereby 
« doubly 
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* doubly enhanſed, firſt by refle&- 
«© 1ng on their own Miſery, and then 
** taking a proſpet of the Beatifick 
© Viſion they have loſt; even ſo,l,who 
© know my ſelf to be hardned, and 
** ſealed unto Damnation, hearing 
*© the Prayers of the Righteous, to 
©* which God Almighty's Ears are 
* always open, granting their Re- 
© queſts, this encreaſing_my Tor- 
« ments to think, how Iam exclu- 
« ed from ſuch a priviledg, and have 
© noother Portion left me but Blaſ- 
&« oheming, Weeping, and Wailing, and 
© Gnaſhng of Teeth, for ever. Pray 
Sir, {aid I, Conſider, that there's a 
vaſt deal of difference betwixt you 
and thoſe that are in Well ; they are 
ſo irrevocably for ever-more, with- 
ont any opportunity of Reprieve, 
or hopes of Pardon; but you are yet 
alive, and” have Promiſes belonging 
to you in common, with other Sin- 
ners', Chriſt died for Sinners, . and 
God hath Sworn by himſelf, that he 
delights not in the Death of a Sinner, 
but rather that he ſEould turn from his 
G Wickeds 
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Wickedneſs and Live ; and that at 
what time ſoever 4 Sinner returneth 
from the evil of his ways, be ſhall 
receive pardon. To which he. re- 
ply'd. with his uſual earneſtneſs. 
«Pl grant you as much difference 
« b:twixt me and thoſe that are in 
«Hell, as betwixt a common Devil; 
«nd a Devil Incarnate. If theſe 
are irrevocably loſt without 'op- 
<portunity of reprieve,” or hopes 
pardon, and I am yet alive,” : what 
* then'? what's the Conſequence ? 
« not that the Promiſes belong to 
& me in common with other Sinners, 
© nor to any Sinners but ſuch as Re- 
© pent, Believe: if Chriſt dy*d for 
& Sinners, "tis for ſuch as Repent and 
«Beli:ve'; but tho' I would, I can 
* do netther, I have ontitood my 
© Day of Grace, and am hardned, 
« and turned /Reprobate ; - If God 
© dclights'not - in the death of Sinners, 
«tis of ſach Sinners as. repeat: and 
*© return unto him ; ' but his Juſtice 
*©will vindicate it ſelf upon ſeach ob- 


&© ſtinate perverſe Sinners as I, who- 


** have 
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&« have deny'd his Power and Provi- 


* dence both in my Words and ARi- 
© ons, and now he has met with me 


| © foritz and oh "ts a fearful thing 


© t0 fall into the hands of the living 
* God. If God was not againſt me, 
* I ſhould not valve it, tho? all the 
© Legions of Hell engaged me, tho? 
© all the Power and Malice of Men 
<« Joined in one Complicated Body to 
*- ſtudy and excuſe the utmoſt Bar- 
© barities that Fleſh and Blood could 
& infli& upon-me 3 but when an An- 
« gry Irreconcilable God looks up- 
« on his Creature in Wrath, and 
© conſigns him over to his Eternal 
« Vengeance and Fury, -this is into- 
© lerable, inexpreſlible, affliting, 
&« and grieyous : Ah who can dwell m 
& everlaſting Barnings ?* Oh ye that 
© have any hope, and have not yet 
6 paſt your Day of Grace, Cry 
<« mightily to God, Day and Night ; 
& think no labour too much which 
&© ſecures you from the Wrath of 
* God : Oh who can ſtand before 
& him when he1s Angry, what yo 
, . e 
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& ble can. reſiſt ſych a Conſuming 


« Fire? This, and more to the 


ſame purpoſe, he ſpake with ſo deep 
a Concern, the Tears trickling alb 
the while down his Cheeks, that no 
Body in- the Room could refrain 
Weeping, which he perceiving faid, 
* And can ye Weep at the image and 
& bare relation of the effe&ts of Gods 
* Wrath, what then do. you think þ 
<« ſuffer, who aqually lie under the 
© very weight of his Fary ? Refrain 
© your Tears for- me, tis in vain. 
** Pity is. no Debt to me, nothing is 
*© ſo proper:for me as ſome Courſe 
* to compleat my Miſery, and free 
© me from the Torments.of my-Ex- 
< pettation. Here he, paus'd a lit- 
tle; when looking towards the Fire, 
heſaid, Oh that 1I.was to lie-and 
*© broil upon that Fire for a Hundred 
*© Thouſand Years to purchaſe the 
* Favour of God, and be 'Reconci- 
& ted to him again. But 'tis-a fryit- 
* leſs vain Wiſh; Millions of -MHliz 
#005 of Years will - bring me nv 
** nearer the ends of my Tortures, 

| © than 
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| <© than one Poor Hour : O'Eternity; 


*<Eternity, who can diſcover the 
« Abyſs of Eternity ; who can pro- 
& perly Paraphraſe'. upon the Words 
© for Ever and Ever! (| 
I could not.:forbear reflecting on 
that pzſſage' of broiling upon the Fire 
a Hundred Thouſand Years to purchaſe 
the Favour of God, and be again Re- 
conciled to him; how unproportiona« 
ble was this Poor Man's Concern to 
that.of the Common Practice of the 
World, a great part of which will 
allow no time in Days, Weeks, 
Years , to ſeek the Face and Favour 
of God, and amongſt thoſe that pre- 
tend to Religion ? How cooly and in- 
differently do they. ſpend that time 
they ſet' apart for Private or Pub- 
lick Devotion-? Were they ſenſible 
but for one Minute of what this 
Wretched Perfon endured, what a 
Spur would it be to their Devotion, and 
how careful would they be to make 
their Calling and Elettion ſure, how 
fearful, leſt having a Promiſe made 
them of entring into Relt, mw of 
Ti Them 
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them ſhould fall ſhort through unbe- | cc 
lief, and fo be fruſtrated of their cc 
ſhare and hopes of that Glory which Þcc 
is to be revealed ? T 
It began to grow late, ſo I took | 
my leave of "him for that Night, |« 
romiſing to renew my Viſit, ( if 
it pleaſed God, ) the next Day, [cc 
when 1 found him ſtill in the fame | 
Condition, as to his Mind 3 but his [|« 
Body was much weakned by his con- [| 
tinual Sweats, cauſed by the Agonies | cc. 
he lay under. I fonnd Three or |« 
Four Divines with him who had been | cc 
at Prayer,which they told-me, had the | cc 
{ame uneahie effett upon him, as when | cc 
I Prayed with him the” Night before. | cc | 
One of the-Divines deſired: him to | «. 
conſider the Example- of : St. Peter, 
who had denied ” his''Maſter with |, , 
Oaths and Curſes, 'and- yet was re- | ye, 
cetved: again into his Favour. To | ys 
which he reply'd, ( officiouſly. a- [the 
gainlt himſelf,” as he had dane all-the | Th 
Day before, ). **Tis-true,\'St: Peter: | the 
*did deny his Maſter, as I have | we 
* done, but what then ?- — kne 
| 6 Na 
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* had Prayed for him, that his Faith 
* ſhould not fail, and being willn 
< that he ſhould Repent, he look' 
* him into a Repentance, and afliſt- 
* ed him by his Holy Spirit to per- 
« fe&tit; now if Chriſt would aſ- 
« fiſt me to Repent, I ſhould do fo 
© too, but he hath juſtly withdrawn 
« his Interceſſions for me : 'I have fo 
« often Crucified him a freſh, and 
« put him to open ſhame, ſo often 
<«< grieved that Holy Spirit, that God 
&« has taken it away from me, and in 
«© the room thereof has left me the 
«© Spirit of Impenitence and Repro- 
«bation, and given me Aa certain 
«< Earneſt of a fearful Inheritance in 
<« another Life. | 
He ſpake little more that Day, for 
a deal of Company preſſing in, it 
became troubleſome to him, and to- 
wards Night Orders were taken for 
* |the avoiding ſuch an Inconvenience. 
There were Four more Divines in 
the Room belides, at Six a Clock ; 
we all look'd upon one another, not 
knowing what courſe to take, no 
D Text 
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Text being offered in his favour, but 
what he readily turned another way; 
whilſt we were thus Muling, he Cry- 
ed out in a vehement affefting Paſſi- 
on, * How long, oh Lord ! ſhall 
«thy Wrath burn for ever againſt 
© me, ſhall- thy Eternal Juſtice for 
© ever exact upon a poor deſpicable 
& Worm ?. What is my Value or 
© Worth that thou ſhouldſt pour 
© out full Vials of Wrath upon me ? 
©« Oh that thou wouldſt let go thy 


&« Hand, for ever forget me, and let | 


& me fall into my firſt nothingneſs 
<« again; as my Righteouſneſs could 
© have profited thee nothing, ſo 
«© my Impieties have done thee no 
< hurt, therefore Annihilate me, and 
<« let. me Periſh to nothing 5 be not 
& Angry, with me that I thus Expo- 
<« ftulate with thee ; "will be but a 
& little time bnt thy Wrath will 


* force the Dreadfulleſt Blaſphemies] 


«© from me, except. thou . prevent 
* them : Oh that thou wouldlit take 
* away by Being, and my Miſery ; 
& neither of them can add to, or di- 
* miniſh 
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** miniſh.from thy Happineſs, there- 
* fore let them both ceaſe, and let 
** my Name be known no more; or 
**if I muſt ſtil] be, and be Immor- 
* tal, and thon wilt Puniſh me, be- 
<©« canſe I have Deſpiſed thee, ler it 
&« ſuffice to be a Privation of thy 
*« Self, and ler me paſs my Eternity - 
« in a Dream, without ever being 
« awakned by the pangs of Tor- 
« ment, without ever bcing di- 
&« ſturbed by the Gnawing. of the 


LL © Worm that Dies not. But Oh what 


« fruitleſs Deſires are theſe, for T 
«© am Expoſtulating with a God that. 
« has cloſed his Ears, and will not 
& hear, with a God that has for ever 
« ſhut out my Prayers, and only 
© protracts my Breath a little longer 
©to be an Example unto others !: 
© Oh ye Rocks and Mountains, that 
&« ye would hide me from the pre-- 


1 ſence of an Incenſed God ! But 


<« there's no flying from his preſence, 
« what he has begun he will finiſh, 
<« he will extend his Wrath againſt 
<« me for ever and ever. Here ſome” 
| D 2 Body 
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Body knocked at the Door, and it 
proved it to be a Penny- Poſt-Man 


with a Letter to this Gentleman ; ' 


which being told him, © How, 
*(fays he ) a Letter for me ? A lit- 
* tle longer, and I expe@ another 
* ſort of a Meſſenger, I am (added 
* he.) very quickly to give up my 
* Accounts of every ſecret Action 
© that I] have done, and I have a 
* mind to make an Experiment of 
** fomething of the ſame Nature, to 
* ſte how I can beariit z and looking 


< about the Room he eſpy'd me 3 | 


< pray Sir, faid he, do me the fa- 
© your as tO Open and read this Let- 
© tex 4 the Contents I know not, 
< but 1 ſuſpcet-it to-come from ſotne 
«of my old Acquaintance. I deſt- 
red to be excuſed, alledging, that 
poſſibly there might be ſomething in 
it: that might be improper t9 di- 


vulge. © Nothing; nothing, re-+* 


**-ply*d he, can affect me now; I 
 bave no Honour, no Reputation, 
+<-add what's yet. worſe,” no Heaven 


*.to'loſe, by this or any other AQ, 


« there- 


nd 
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** therefore pray Sir oblige me, or I 
* muſt trouble ſome Body elſe. Ups 
on this I broke open the Letter, de- 
ſigning firſt to take 'a Curſory View 
of it, and then to proceed,. or de- 
fiſt, according as I found the Con- 
tents, which upon peruſal, I thought 
not impertinent to the preſent Caſe, 
and therefore Read as follows, 


Deareſt Sir , 


Naerſtanding you are fallen dan" 
gerouſly ill, and that it had a' 


, Aelancholy Effett upon you, T cou!d- 


not, ( conſider ing our ftrifter 'Friend-" 
ſhip) but endeavour at leaſt the remo=: 
val of tnoſe Evils your Mind may lic: 
under, which perhaps is an Office to leſs- 
grateful, than making your Body Sound) 
and Vigorous. Sickneſs and Death are” 
the common * Lot of Mankind, ant to* 
Repine and Grieve at the bearing of this- 
Lot, is ts Combat the Laws of Nature, 
and Fight againjÞ Impoſſivilities 5, *what* 
Wiſe Han Rovines at the: Heat in Sthitte 
mer, or Cold: in Winter, or troubles: 
himſelf, that "the Sun ever gocs onteof* 
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eur Hemiſphere all the Night time ? 4 
Common Emil that every Body bears, 


ceaſes to.bs an Evil, becauſe there's no , 


ene has a better Fortune to compare with 
it, aud without Compariſon, nothing can 
be ſaid tobe better or worſe ; thus alſo 
a Good made common Palls into Indiffe- 
rency from the ſame Reaſons. But per- 
haps your Melancholy ſuggeſts unto you, 
that "tis a diſmal thing to Launch out 1n- 
50. an unknown Abyſs, to be you know 
#0: ' where, nor what. I Anſwer, I 
Dream ſometimes of frightſul. things, 
and the Idras that F have of them, im- 
preſs. a afflifting Reſentments upon my 
Spirits, as if they were real, but when 
F awake HEE! Thus, if we will 
examine Death, and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences, by the Pregudices of a Melan- 
holy and: Diſtratted Brain, we may be 
Adsjerable, proportionable to the heighth 
of” ojer” Folly ;, but if by our Reaſon we 
rake.a view of theſe F/rmidable Mon- 
fers, they - Ja tame and familiar to: 
1s; 4 woulda demand of him that Asks 
ave, What Eſtate I ſhall be wn after 
Death, What Eilate he was in before 
Life ? 
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Life ? Pain and Pleaſure will leave 
their Expreſſions upon a Humane Spirit ; 
"r1s as natural as Wax to receive the Im- 
preſſion of that Seal by which it s Sealed, 
Therefore if 1 was ether Happy or Mj- 
ferable before I commenced Humanity, I 
muſt ſtill retain ſome Impreſſion of it, 
but I now do neither, therefore ſhall do 
neither hereafter. I came out of a 
State of Nothingneſs, and ſhall return 
imo the fame again; as the Flame of an 
extinguiſhed Candle diſſolves and boſeth it 
felf mn the Circumambient Air, even ſo 
the Taper of Life vaniſhes mto pure 
eArber, and 1 no more, when the Laws 
of the Union of the' Soul and Body are 
violated and broken. Death ut ſelf #5 
wothing, and after Death there's n0- 
thing, and why ſhould 1 be afraid of 
Nothing ? Take Courage Man, and 
either Die like your ſelf, Maſter of 


your Fare and Happineſs, ſo long as it 15 


to be kept, or Recover, and Live Wax- 
thy the Charalter of a Perſon that knows 
how either to Live, or Die. So Wiſpes 
Tour rcal Friend and Servant, 
A. B. 
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- -F hadmo ſooner read this Letter 
through, but be ſurpriz'd us all with 
repeated 'diſmal Groans, as if his 
$oul had been ſtrugling under the laſt 
* Throws of Separation : We thought 
it, not convenient to preſs for the 
Reaſon of it,, conſidering that Hu- 
man Nature feels, or at leaſt ſup- 
poſes an E3ſe by. complaining of the 
Evil it ſuffers, and it happened ac- 


cording. to our ExpeQtations, for at- 


length he broke out into theſe Aﬀfli- 
ing lmprecations. * Curſed be the 


© Day wherein I commenced- ſuch a* 


© fatal Friendſhip : Oh unhappy 
©Time when firſt I imbib'd theſe 
© Atheiſtical Principles ! When firſt 
© Iexchanged the Chriſtian Faich for 


© the Creed of Spinoz4 and the Levi-- 
©athan! When firſt. I relinquiſht - 


© all reveal'd Keligion for the natural 
© one., and the. laſt for none at all, 


W hen caſting his Eyes apon .me, he 


Gid, I am not able to write an 


* Anſwer to that. Letter, . though” T. 


©earneltly deſire there ſhould be one; 


nor 1s it worth my while to get an - 
Amanuenſis - 
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© Amanxenſis for that purpoſe, for 1 
*fyppoſe 1 ſhall have no- occaſion to 
* write any more. Im alfo ſenſible 
* that you might be better able to . 
*anſwer ſucha Letter than], and yet 
* my preſent Circumſtances are ſuch 
* (1 being not only a Party, but the 
* diſmal ſubjeQ Matter my ſelf ) that 
* what comes from me may make a 
* deeper impreſſion upon the Spirit 
* of my Friend, than what comes 
from a ſtrange Hand ; therefore 
*you will oblige me, if yoo wilt 
© only lend nie your Hand, and tet 
© me diate ; which 1 freely offering 
he ordered a Chair to be fer on the 
other Side of the Bed, thinking it 
convenient to: be as ſecret and free 
from Noiſe and Diverſion as poflibly' 
he coutd: And then he proceeded: 


SIR, 
Eing not able to uſe my own, I 
have borrowed another Hand to 
anſwer yours, poſſibly 1 may ſubſcribe 
my ſelf. Ton ſay well, Its a gratefuller 
| Office 
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Office to endeavour to remove the Evils 
of the Mind than of the Body. What 
you urge of the common Lot of Man- 
kind, as Death and Sickneſs: 1 could 
wiſh it were my Caſe, but mine alas 18 
a diſcovery that [ pay dearly for, vIZ. 
That Deſvair and Heli is the common lot 
of Atheiſts. Now your Arguments 
cannot reach my Caſe, unleſs you firfF 
prove that Atheiſm is as inevitable as 
Death and Sickneſs, and that therefore 
the effefts of it are to be born patiently, 
unleſs a Man will combat Neceſſity and 
fight againſt the Laws of Fate. | Your 
way of arguing is ſuch as I have us'd 
my felf formerly; and I cannot but 
wonder now how I could think it conclu- 
ſve : Perhaps I never indeed thought 
of that, but was pleaſed with it, becauſe 
IT wiſh'd it to be true, and becauſe I ſaw 
it my Intereſt that it ſhould be ſo. If 
you pleaſe I'll juſt make a Refle- 
fon or two upon what you have writ, 
and then give you my Sentiments of the 
whole matter. You ſay, Fhat if we 
examine Death and its ſuppoſed Conſe-. 
quences by. our Reaſon, thoſe formidable 


AAons 
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Monſters grow tame and familiar : Tf 
by our Reaſon you n1t4n ether the pecu- 
liar Creed of Atheiſts, or the common 
Reaſon of Human Nature; I am ſure 
thoſe Monſters will be leſs tame and fa- 
wmiliar the more you think of them, for 
ſince no Reaſon aiſcovers what an unex- 
perienc'd death is,or the unknown change 
conſequent thereupon, how can we judg 
of things that we know not * Reaſon 
as long as you pleaſe upon things that 
you are ignorant of, and at laſt you 
will be as far from Truth and Satisfa- 
Fon, if not farther, than when you 
firſt began like him that demanded 
a conſiderable Time to tell what God 
was; and when that was expired he 
demanaea yet a greater ; and being 
ask'd wby he did ſo, he replyed, the 
more he thought the leſs he knew of 
him. Jt might have been retorted on 
him, theugh the ſame Hiſtory gives no 
| account of it ; Why then did he petition 
for means of greater Ignorance and Con- 
fuſion? Your Argument is extream 
weak about a pre exiſtent and future 
State ; VIZ. I retain no impreſſion of 


Hap- 
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Happineſs or Miſery that I had in a 
pre-exiſtent State, therefore (hall retain 
none in a future State, How that's a 
conſequence in any Rules of Logick I ſee 
not. Next, you would have me believe 
pon . your bare Word, That Death 
is nothing,” and that after Death theres 
nothing. Pray how do you know either, 
having not yet tryed ? there are 4 great 
that ſay the contrary. 1 have on- 
ly concerned my ſelf as to the rationality 
of your Letter, that I might induce you to 
believe I am not melancholy, diftratted, 
or prejudic*d in my Reaſon, and 1 would 
deſire you t9 believe it, That what I 
am going to ſay may not have the leſs 
eredit, becauſe it comes from one under 
my eireumſt ances ;, its Truth, and whe- 
ther you will believe me or no, you will 
at lat find it to be ſo. 
* Here he groan'd, and defired a 
little intermiſſion, being not only 
weary with repeating ſo'much, but 
at preſent dejeted and confuſed with 
the unhappy Truths he was about to 
teſt his Friend, and ſohe reſted him- 
ſelf for about half an Hour ; when 
calling 
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calling to me again, the defired we 
might proceed : Which we did as 
follows. 

If 1 conld force you to believe me 
1 would; all I can do 3s to deal with you 
as a reaſonable Creature, by opening my 
Breaſt to you, and then'leaving you at 
your liberty to ath as you pleaſe. * Whilſt 
we -are in Health and Buſineſs we may 
ſeem to aft contrary to our Intentions, 
and plead for.things we believe not; but 
when we come to aye the Vizard is taken 
off , and the Man appears as he is, open 
and plain, This 1s my Couditton, 
therefore T can have neither Intereft nor 
any other Motive in pnpoſing «pon my 
Frients. 

* Religion '( 1 mean theChriſtian)) is 
n0fittitions Impoſture;* Heaven and Hell 
arereal, and the immortality of theSoul 15 
as certain as the exi(tence of the Body ; 
for a Time -we- have officiouſly deluded 
. and. cheated one another of our 'Ret1gion 
and Happineſs, and God, who will net 
alway: be tteſpiſed by his Creatures nith- 
out Taking notice of it, has choſen me 
out as.4n example-t0-you'all, and as a 
| E Warning 
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-Warning to the lazy indifferent Chriſt ian: 


But who, alas, can write their own Tra- 
gedy withous Tears, or copy vut the Seal 
of their Damnation, without the extre- 
mity of Horror ? | That there*s' a God 
I know, becauſe I continually feel the 
effetts of his Wrath : That there's a 
Hell, I am as certain, having received 
the earneſt of my Inheritance there, wn 
my Breaft, where my Tortures are 
infinitely ſhort of any Expreſſion : That 
there's a_ natural . Conſcience, which is 
not the effeft of a prejudiced Education, 
1 now feel with Horror and Amazte 
ment, being continually upbraided by it 
with the Regiftry of my Impicties, and 
a bringing of all my Sins freſh into my 
remembrauce:; \why God has markt mc 
out for an —_ of his. Wrath-and 
Vengeance rather than you, .or any of 
our Acquaintance, 1 preſume ts, becauſe 
1 am the greateſt Apoſtate, having been 


more religiouſly educated than any of 
you, and therefore done greater. deſpite 


ama the. Spirit. of Grace, and. been the 
greateſe Scanaal to Religion. - Oh what 
a preſumptuous, egregious piece of Folly 

| | Ff 
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's it for Duſt and Aſhrs to contend with: 
their Creator, to queſtion his Juſtice, 
11s Power, nay his very Being, when at 
the ſame Time without this infinite wiſe 
God, every ſuch wile Wretch would im- 
mediately fall into its Chaos again, be- 
ing not able to exiſt one moment without 
him ? What a vile ingratitude 15 it ſcur- 
rHouſly to refle upon the Chriſtian Reli- 
210n, when the Author of it dyed to re- 
concile ſuch Refleftors to himſelf? And if 
after all that he has done and ſuffered 
to make ſuch Fools happy, they will feill 
deny him and deſpiſe the Benefits of his 
Redemption, what can be expetted but 
that this Interceſſor become an angry 
Tudg-and conſign his Enemies over to 
the Keward of their Demerits . Don't 
miſtake - your ſelf,, #ts-not a. light. Mate 
ter to queſtion and contend with the God 
of Nature, to abuſe Religion and deny 
the Author of it, and what is yet the 


wort of fall, to apoſtatize and leave the 


way of Righteouſneſs, as I have done ;, 
behold, God hathmet with me for it , 
after a long Forbearance of ſeveral Tears 
in invererate Impiety and Profaneneſs : 

E 2 Let 
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Let rhe intreat you,” by my Example, 
to leave off your Sins by Repentance;, who 
knoweth but God may yet receive you, 
and by me preach ſuch a Lefture as 
may ſtop you in your Courſe of Wicked- 
nefs? I ſpeak not this out of any Love 
to Vertue or hatred of Vice, for I am 
hardwed aud impenitently reprovate, only 
herein I imitate Dives, who was unwit- 
ling his Brethren ſhould come into the 
fame place of Torment with him: Make 


what nſe you pleaſe of this, only remem- 


ber that if it does not reclaim you. it 
wilh doable your Condemnation, andren- 
hance your Gnilt, poſſibly ro be over- 
taken in this prefenr World,, as F am 
mh the: juſt Fudgment of God ;, of not; 
be' ſars you will. be' light” on hereafter © 
Vihich i: all, and'E wiſh 1 could fay 


Yours,, &c.. 


As ſoon 


As foon as he ſubſcribed his Name 
and the Letter was ſealed, he deſi- 
red aPorter might be called 'andſent, 
for fear of a Miſcarriage 3 which 
was done accordingly. And the Night 
being far worn, we all took our 
Leaves and left him, wiſhing him 
good Reſt and happier Conditton the 
next Day : To which he replyed, 
* Gentlemen, I thank you, but my 
* Happineſs is at an-end, and as for 
*my Reſt ro Night, - all the Eaſe I 
© expect will be in wiſhing for the 
* Day, as in the Day-time I wiſh for 
© the Night; thus ſpending the little 
* remainder of my miſerable Mo- 
©ments in a fearful expeQtation of 
* my Diſſolution,. and the diſmal 
© Acconnt I am.to make upon it. But 
© Gentlemen a good Night to you, 
* and remember my Example, to con- 
* firm. you in that Keligioa I have 
* diſowned,, that ye may ſtand more 
© cautiouſly by my Fall, and. ſecure 
© the Hippineſs I have forfeited. 

The :.ext day came ſeveral of his 
Friends our of the Country, having 
E 3 had: 
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had an accomnt of his Sicknefs and 
DiſtraQtians. 'When they came1nto 
the Room, one of :them* applyed 
him{elf tohim, telling him, That 
heand ſeveral more-of his Relations 
were come on purpofe'to Town to 


kehim, and wereextream-ſorry to 
find him im fuch a weak Condition 


as'he appeared (for now he was al- 


moſt nothing but Skin and'Bones;the: 


Aganies that.he 'lay nnder doing the 
Office af the quickeft Conſumption.) 
To which-he anſwered, *T am: ob- 


©1rged, .out of comman Civility, to: 


thank you all;. but who are-my Re- 
©lations ? 'Our Saviour faid, That 


ſuch only as did-the Will of his 


©Heavenly Father were tns Relati- 


* ons: Tt may alto properly ay ,. 


©*That nane but the Atheift, the Re- 
©probate, and all [ſuch as Yo 'the 
© Work of 'the Devil are -my Rela- 
* tions; this little Tye of Fleſh and 
* Blaod will be difſplv'd tn a Moment, 
*. but cheRelation 1 have to the dam- 
* net is permanent and laſting, the 
*'ame Lot, the ſame Place of Tor- 
; *ments, 
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© ments, 'the ſameExerciſes:of 'Blaſ- 


* phemy, and the ſame Eternity of 
©Florror will be common tous all, 


| © {fo that ſimilitade of Torments ; 


© Phce and Duration will joyn us:in 
* a very ſtri& '!Union. Bis: Friends, 
whothad-only had ſome Report of a 


| kind of Diſtxation, wereſurprized 


to hear him deliver himſelf in fuch 
Terms,and'began to-enquire of ſome- 
of us what was the matter that the 
talked-atTuch a Rate ; who replyed, 
We could wiſh 4t were Frenzy or 
DiftraQtion, 'but we were afraid .of a 
mucheadder Cauſe, -viz. the: Senfe.of 
Hell, -and 'God's Wrath npon him, 
which-was ſo violent as to drive-him 
into Deſpair, and the utmoſt Ago- 
nies and Horror of Mind, begging,. 
if it might pleaſe God the caſe might 
be altered before his Death, which- 


they-were ſure could not be'far off, 


if the -proceeded as he had begun. 
He hearing them whiſper, and ima» 
gining the Cauſe-of it, called them: 
all-unto bim, and ſaid 3; You may 
1magin-me DI gas ; 
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© I wiſh] were either, but its part 


* of my Judgment that Iam not ; no, | 


©my- Apprehenſion .of Perſons and 
© Things is rather more vigorous and 
© quick than it -was when I was in 
© perfect Health; And it is my Curſe, 
© becauſe I am thereby more ſenlible 
© of my unhappineſs and the Condi- 
©tion I am fallen into. Would you 
© be informed why I am become a 
© Skeleton in three or four Days ? 
© Why, my. Grief does continually 
©extort ſome unhappy Expreſſions 
© from me : | Know then that I have 
© ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ' and 
© done deſpite to the*Spirit of Grace; 
* that I have deſpiſed my Maker, and 
© denyed my Redeemer; that in 
© ſhort 1 have apoſtatized from the 
© Chriſtian Religion, and joyned my 
* ſelf to the Atheiſt and Profane , 
©and continued this Courſe under 


© many Convidtions, till my, Iniqui- 


* ty was Tipe forVengeance; and the 
© juſt Judgment of God overtook me, 
* when my Security was the greateſt 
*and the Checks of my Conſcience 
© the 
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? the leaſt. Since I denyed that Sal- 
* vation that comes by Chriſt Jeſus, 
* there is no other Mediator or Inter- 
* ceſlor for Sinners ; if there be, 
*who is he that can redeem my Soukt 
1 . from Hell, or give a Ranſome for 
* my Life ? 7 No, no, the Scripture 
"is certainly true, and: that fays, 
' That if we ſin wilfully, after we have 
* received the Knowledg of the Fruth, 
© there remaineth no: more Sacrifice for 
* Sine, but @ ftarfub looking for Judg- 
© ment, and fi A which 
© hall conſume the Adver There 
© remaineth no more Sacr1 for Sm, 
© that's the Wound: thax pierces 17 
*- Sout : Chriſt Jeſus was the only 
© explatory Sacyifice for Sinners tliat 
1 * God would accept: of; and 1 not 
ing (t woutet' ſp, ) and [ 
© defpiling this, there now re- 
© mains no other for me to- accept 
if, no other to make an At- 


© tonement | and Satisfaction. for” 


© mt ,; Fhete's no. other Nieme 1a- 
*der Fraver gruen whereby me maybe 
© faved, bur by the Name of Fefua . 


© and 
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© and tis this Jeſus that I have Re- 
© proached, Ridiculed, and Abuſed, 
& in his Members here; nor is this 
& all, I hzve not been content to do 
* this my ſ:If, but by my Example 
« have” induced others to do the 
* fame. Methinks your Brealts are 
« all open to me, and in the midſt of 
* your Pity and Surprizals, you 
& would bid me Hope, Believe, and 
« Return and Supplicate that Mercy 
<«-T have Abuſed ; that Jeſns came to 
« Save Sinners, and tobring them to 
© Repentance, with other things of 
& this nature. I know: that theſe 
© are your. thonghts, and by menti- 
© oning then} I have ſaved. you the 


<« Labour: - Alaſs how: fain' would 1 


« Hope: and ; Believe - cafi.a Man in 
« Torments not delire to be-freed 
&* from them? No,aſſaure-your ſelves, 
* I would upon any Terms, bat the 


© Diſpleaſure; and Wrath of God, 
© obſtru&_ the power of Hoping 
<« and- Believing 3 - : and though” 


< would, - Ican do neither, nor do 
« Iknow what ſome Divines mean, 
© that 


A 


” 
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* that ſay, He that deſires to Hope, 
*©Repent , and Believe, in ſome 
* meaſure does It : I experience the 
| ©© contrary; a fruitleſs Wiſhing that 
* comes not to Ac, is no. more but 
*a Conviction, which ſhall bring 
** ſuch Perſons under greater .Dam- 
* nation. Would you have me ts 
« Return and Supplicate that Mercy 
| © I have Abuſed? Alaſs ! how fad is 
*« my Caſe, that have no other hopes 
* but what depend | upon Abuſed 
« Mercy ? but why faid I hopes? 
«© When I have no hopes at all, my 
<« hopes are fruſtrate, and my ex- 
«© peQations are cut off, and what 
© remains behind ? why, I am bid to 
* Hope and Believe ; Oh what Sa- 
« tyr, what Mockery and Abuſe is 
* this upon me, .to find me in Miſe- 
«ry, and bid me be Happy, with- 
« out affording me ſome power of 
1<< being ſo! Indeed jhould Jeſus 
'« Chriſt. ſay ſo much to me, it 

« would be Keas Comiact ; dut for 
«you, to do it, is the ſame thing, 
«2s'to bid a MalefaQor ſhake off his 
| & Chains 
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«-Chains and'Fetters, and afſumehis 
«Liberty 3 or to call upon the 


«<Deatl to ariſe out of their Graves, Þ 


* and Challenge their Eſtates and 
«Honours again. *'How .idle 1s it, 
<'to*bid the'Fire not to'burn, when 
<Fuel 1s adminiftred ; to command 
&« the Seas to be Smooth and Calm in 
© the midſt of Storms, ſuch is my 
<«<Caſe,' and ſuch are the Comforts 
& of 'my Frietids : But I'm ſpent, and 
< can Complain no-more ;. would to 


< God the Cauſe of my,Complaints | 


© would alſo ceaſe z "the Cauſe of my 
«<Complaints*'! This renews my 
<Grict, and ſummons up the little 
« ſtrength {- have left to Complain 
«28410, like an'extiggniſhingFlame 
2 « that recolle&s at once all” its Ali 
«mentary Matter for, one ' great 
«<-Blaze'before it expires.  '**Tis-juſt 
< ſo with me: But whether am. 1 go- 
« ing 2 ? As he iid this, he fainted. 
away, and lay in, a forts of Swoung 
for. a conſiderable. time, : but'by the 
telp of fore CON rods Fehim 
to himſelf again, ant as frets? as - 


opened 
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opened his Eyes, he ſaid, © Oh cruel 
© and unkind Friends, to awake me 


 *from a Dream in which I had a 


&« Ceſſation from my Tortures, but 
* now they return again, and Prey 
* upon my Soul like ſo many Furies. 
This he ſpoke with fo fecling and 
lively Concern, that not one of his 
Relations could refrain from Tears, 
nonc of them being able to ſpeak to 
him for a conſiderable time before ; 
* You weep, ſays he, but your ve- 


. *©ry Tears come too late; was I 


* like another Perſon that goes out 
© of the World, it would he one of 
© my greateſt Troubles to ſee you 
**© Weep, or at leaſt, it would add 
© mach to my pains ; for he mult be 
** unnatural and ſenſeleſs that could 
© not be moved and troubled at the 
« affliction of others, eſpecially his 
© Friends and Relations ; but the 


"& Caſe is otherwiſe with me, my 


&« Cnp is full, and already runs over, 
<©« the bitterneſs of my Soul is as 
&« great as poſlible it can be in this 
« World, and my Heart is full of 

F *« Horror 
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* Horror and Anguiſh, and no 
« Grief can add unto mine, being 
&« already ſo great, that "tis uncapa- 
&« ble of receiving any more. Per- 
©« haps, this may ſeem a Paradox to 
© you at firſt, but what think you of 
& Time andEternity ? Can one add 
« 2n Hour to Eternity, which com- 
<& prehends and ſwallows all Tirhe ? 
& Can oneadd any thing to theWrath 
* of God, which includes the Fury 
* of Devils and Men, this being de- 
& rivative and dependent on that , 
& and can any one add to my Grief 
©« and Tortures, who am fallen into 
&« the hands of the living Ged? No, 
«no, reſerve your Tears for your 
«© Sins, and caſt them not away ſo 
& fruitleſly upon one that is neither 
<« the better nor worſe for them. 

You may eaſlily imagine what im- 
preſſions ſuch Sayings as theſe made _ 
upon the Spirits of his Friends, who 
were almoſt overwhelmed withGrief 
and Amazement, with Grief, at the 
lamentable State of their Kinſman, 
and with Amazement at the dreadful 


Judg- 


_— 
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Judgment of God upon him. But in 
in the midſt of their Sorrows they 


_ . had the Prudence to think of the Re- 


putation of their Family, and to pro- 
vide for as much Secrecy as they poſ- 
fibly could in ſfucha Caſe; for the 
Rumor of a Man 1a Deſpair begin- 
ning to ſpread, they conveyed him 
by Night to other Lodgings ; but he 
was grown ſo very weak, that not- 
withſtanding the Care of thoſe who 
conveyed him in the Chair, it. had 
like to have proved faial to him; for 
he fainted away ſeveral Times, but 
they got him into his Chamber and 
to Bed as ſoon as they conld : After 
a little Reſt he. yet found ſo much 
ſtrength as to expreſs himſelf thus . 
©1 am not concerned to enquire whi- 
© ther you have brought me, or your 
© Reaſons for ſo doing ; it had been 
© ſomething if you had brought my 
* Perſon hither withont my Horrors 
< and accuſing Conſcience, or if you 
© had changed my unhappy State with 
© my Lodgings ; but my Torments 
© are rather the greater than before, 

EY © for 
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*for 1 ſce that diſmal Hour is ap- 
* proaching and juſt at hand, when 1 
© ſhall bid you all a ſad Farewel. The 
Doctors that had been with him in 
the beginning of his Sickneſs were 
again ſent for, and they yet declared 
they could do nothing, fo long as 
the Diſturbance of his Minds was the 


Cauie -of his Weakneſs, only they. 


ordered him ſome Cordial Julips , 
which they ſaid might perhaps ſtren- 
gthen his Nature, ſo that he: might 
Iive two or three Days longer. My 
Buſineſs called me away for a Day or 
two, and I came again upon Thurſ- 
day Morning pretty early, the Day 
of his Death. Wien 1 came into 
the Room Ilenquired of his Friends 
how he had ſpent his Time? who 
had been with him, what Diſcourſe 
or Expreſſions had dropt from him ? 
And they told me in genera], he had 
little Company, and that his Expreſ- 
fions were much ſhorter than before, 
being now unable to ſpeak many 
words together ; yet that what he did 


fpeak, ſeemed to have more _— 
| an 
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and Deſpair in it than formerly. Af-- 
terwards I went to his Bed-ſide, and. 


" ſaw perfe&# death in his Face, mixt” 


with ſuch Amazement and Anguiſh,.. 
that it. was the ſaddeſt SpeQaacle Fever: 
{aw in all my Life-time. Iaskt him-: 
how he did ? To which he reply'd,. 
'© Damn'# and loft for ever. Idelired. 
him not to entertain ſuch a Thought;. 
the Decrees of God were ſecret, and 
God might puniſh him thus, in this: 
life, to make him fit for a better. 
*© They are nor (ſaid he) ſecret to. 
© me, but diſcovered for my greater, 
* Torment ; and my Puniſhment. 
* here is for an Example to others, 
* and foran Earneſt to me of my.own. 
* Damnation. Oh that there was na 
© God, or that this God could ceaſe 
«tobe; for I am ſure he will never. 
* have Mercy upon me. Alas, ſaid 
I, there's. no contending with. onr, 
Creator,therefore forbear ſuch words 
as may provoke him more. © True 
© (replyd he) there*s no-contend« 
{© ing; Iwlihthere werea poſlibility. 
*« of geiting above God, that would 
F 3 be 
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"be a Heaven to me. t entreated 
him not to entertain fuch a Blaſphe- 
my, for—Here he interrupted me, 
faying, ©Read we not in the Revela- 
© t;0ns, of thoſe that blaſphem*d God 
©becauſe of their pains? Iam now of 
*that number. Oh how do I envy 
©the happineſs of Cain and Fudas ! 
But (reply*d I) youare yet alive, and 
do not feel the Torments of thoſe that 
are actually in Hell. © To which he 
*anſwer*d, This is either true or 
* falſe; if it be trne, what are my 
* expectations, and how heavy will 
* my Torments he, if I yet not feel 
*the uttermoſt ? But I know that *tis 
* falſe, and that I now endure more 
* than the Spirits of the damn*d in 
p ' Hell; for I have the very ſame Tor- 
« tures vpon my Sprrit, as they have, 
* beſides theTormeats | endure in my 
* Body. I believe that at the day of 


: Judgment , the Torments of my | 


' Mind and Body will be bath of *em 
' more intenſe ; but as I am now, na 
' Spirit in Hell endures what I do : 
: How gladly would I change my con- 
* dition 


4 
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* diticn for Hell! And how earneſtly 
* would Lintreat of my angry Judge 
* to ſend me thither, if I was not a- 
* fraid that he would out of venge- 
* ance deny me? Hereheclos*d his 
Eyes a little, and began to talk idly 
and beſides himſelf, every now 'and 
then groaning and gnaſhing his Teeth ; 
but when he open*d hisEyes and lookt 
abont, he grew ſenſible again,” and 
felt for his own Pulſe, ſaying, * How 
© lazily my Minntes paſs on! When will 
© be the laſt Breath, the laſt Pulſe, that 
© ſhall beat my Spirit out of this de- 
*cay*d Manſion into thoſe defird Re- 
© gions of Neath and Hell? Oh! I 
© find ©tis juſt at hand; and what ſhall 
© I now ſay? I'm now afraid again to 
*die. Ah the forlorn Hope, the de- 
© ſtitute State of an Arheif# that has 
©noGod to gotr,nothing to fy to for 
© Peace or Comfort! Here his Speech 
fail*d him again; and weall believ- 
ing him to be juſt a leaving the 
World went to Prayer, which threw 
him into an Agony, in which, tho" 
he could not ſpeak perfectly, he _ 

what 
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what noiſe he could to hinder himſelf 


from hearing, and turn*d away his 
Face that he might not ſee theAQtion 
which we perceiving, we recom-- 
mended him to the Mercy of God, 
and gave over, His Speech return*d 
not again for a conſiderable time, 
but he fixt his Ghaſtly Eyes upon us, 
and by the Air of his Countenance 
ſhew*d, that we had not a little diſ- 
oblig*d.him: And as ſoon as he cou'd 
fpeak, he ſaid, © Tygers and Mon- 
« ſters, are ye alſo become Devils 
& to Torment me, and give me a 
« Proſpect of Heaven, to make my: 
*« Hell the more intollerable ? Alas, 
Sir, reply*d I, what Intereſt can we 
have in making you miſerable ? ©Tis 
eur deſire of your recovery and re- 
conciliation with God, that caſts us 
down art the Throne of Grace; if we 
muſt not ſeek aſlifance at the hand 
of God, where el{e ſhould .we ſeek it ? 
If God denies; who-elſe can give 
it? If he will not have Mercy; 
whether muſt: we go for it? To 
which he replyd, © Ay that's the 

*Wound, 
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| © Wound, God 4s become my Ene- 
| © my, and there is none ſo ſtrong as 
\ © he to deliver me out of his Hand ; 


© heconligns me over to his Eternal 
© Wrath and Vengeance, ard there 


A 


; 


| 


q 


| *© cannot be, for 1 
| Voice failed him again, and he be- 


©« iS none that is able to Redeem 
© me. Was there another God as 
« Mighty as he who would Patro- 


' © nize my Cauſe, or was I above, 


& or Independent of Gcd, then I 
&« could At and Diſpoſe cf my 
& ſelf as 1 pleaſed, then would my 
< Horrors ceaſe, and the ExpeQati» 
© on and Deligns of my Formida» ' 


| © ble Enemy be fruſtrate , but this 


Here his 


gan to ſtruggle and gaſp for a little 
Breath, which having recovered, 
with a Groan ſo Dreadful and Loud, 
as if it had not been Humane, he 
Cried out, ** Oh the inſufferable Pangs 
*© of Fe!! and Damnation ! and fo 
he Died, Death fetling the Viſage 
of his Face in ſuch a Form, as if 
the Body, tho' Dead, was ſenſible of 
the Extremity of Torments, How 
God 
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God diſpoſed of him we know not; ! 
Secret things b:loung to the Lord, to ? 
us Charity and Hope; yet not ſoy 
much as to make this no Example| 
to us, for ſuch Inſtances are ſigna- | 
lized on put poſe to Teach us Fear | , 
and Reverence, to Judg our ſelves, | 

and uſe the utmoſt Diligence and |; 
Care to make our Calling and Eletti- |, 
on ſure, 


3 þ 


a- | 
ar | 


ad | 
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> Book ; lately Printed for John Dunton. 
lel 


HE. Jate Tryals of ſeveral 
Witches, Publiſhed by Cotton 
Mather. 

The ſenſe of the United Noncan- 
forming Miniſters, againſt ſome of 
Mr. Dacy's Erroneous Opinions, | 

Caſuiſtical Morning Exerciſes, the 
Fourth Volum. 

Heads of Agreement aſſented to 
'by the United Miniſters. 

The Country's Concurrence with 
the London Miniſters, by S. Chandler. 

The Second Edition of Goſpel- 
Truth ſtated. 

A Defence of Goſpel-Truth, be- 
ing a Reply to Mr. Charxcy's Firſt 
Part. 

A Diſcourſe ſhewing whatRepen- 


(ance of National Sins God requires, 
"J&c. 


- The Vanity of Childhood and 


Youth ; theſe Four laſt written by 
Dan. Willams. 

The Life of Mr. Tho, Brand, by 
Dr, Anneſley. The 


The Mourners Companion, by 
John Shower. 

A Prattical Diſcourſe on Sickneſs 
and Recovery. 

Early Religion, or a Diſconrſe of 
the Duty of Youth. 


Fall not out by the way, or a per- 
Twalion to a Correſpondence be- 


tween Brethren of the ſame Faith, 
Sy T. /.ogers, M. A. 
' 'TheLife and Death of the Reve- 
rend Mr. Eliot, by Cotton Mather, 

Mr. Barker's Flores Mk 
both Parts. 

Mr. Increaſe Mather's Sermon to a 
Condemn*'d Maleſactor. 

Mr. Quick's Young Man's Claim to 
the' Sacrament. 

A Practical Diſcourſe. on the late 


Earthquake. 

Mr. Crow's Vanity of Judicial A- 
ſtrology. 

Mr. Oakes Funeral Sermon. 4 


Mr Kext*s Funeral Sermon, both 


by Mr. Sam. Ser. 

Mr, B+rton s Treatiſe of Fornica- 
tzon, a Penitentiary Sermon. 

The Celeitial Pair, by Mr. Buck, 


